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(54) SORTING METHOD OF TIRE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the sorting method of tire, which 
makes highly accurate sorting possible, by a method 
wherein sorting symbols, which are printed in fluorescent 
paint, is relieved by being irradiated by ultraviolet rays 
and read with a television camera so as to discriminate a 
tire through picture processing. 

CONSTITUTION: Tire sorting symbols such as bar codes 
or the like are printed on the outer surface W of a green 
tire by being sprayed with fluorescent paint through an 
ink nozzle 1. By irradiating the printed sorting symbols 2 
with ultraviolet rays with a light 5 in a darkroom 7 in the 
forming downstream process of the tire, the fluorescent 
paint irradiated with ultraviolet rays emits visible light, 
while other paint and characters reflect ultraviolet rays, 
resulting in relieving the sorting symbols 2, since a 
television camera can only recognize visible light, so as 
to be read with the television camera 6 in order to 
discriminate the tire through picture processing. Thus, 
various green tires are sorted and fed in the 

predetermined vulcanizer so as to be vulcanized and formed. Accordingly, low cost and sure 
sorting is made possible. 
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